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This  fine pine mantel,   bearing many 
evidences   of having been built   in the 
early years  of the   19th Century,   has  £een 
repainted five  times  and now  is  a warm French 
grey,   Its  first deep brown coat,   so char- 
acteristic  of  early Illinois  wood work,   can 
be discerned beneath,   and its moulds  are 
battered and  softened by time. 

It  is  now built  into a Colonial   type 
1893  wood residence  at  939 Sheridan Road,£tfA«sfow 
built by John T.   Lon^,   an architect,   for   : 
himself.     We  are informed by Mrs.  Bund,   ■   . ■ 
his  niece,   that he   was  deeply interested 
in early Illinois     History,   made  frequent 
trips  to the   region around Kaskaskia  and 
through a  local Catholic priest  obtained 
the  fireplace which  she  states   was from 
the  "house  of   the  first  governor  of the 
State   of  Illinois  at Kaskaskia",   and this 
statement  is   confirmed by Mr.  J.S.  BUey,and 
Mr.   G-VV-   Marquardt,   subsequent, owners of 
the  property,   and also by Mr*  ^erman 
Heuser,  who is  the  present  owner,   as well 
as  by Mr.   Edgar  0.  BlakeJan architect  in 
Evanston,   through whose  courtesy the  fire- 
place  came to the attention of the  Survey. 

Shadrach Bond,   born  1773 and died 
1832  was  the  first  governor  of Illinois, 
elected in  1818,  when the  state attained 
statehood.     He belonged to a  prosperous 
Baltimore,   Md.; family*"  joining his uncle, 
of  the same  name,   in  1791.     This  uncle  was 
engaged in farming ^ust below Kaskaskia". 
From then  on his career most   curiously 
followed that  of his uncle.     He was  succes- 
sively,   officer  of  the militia   1806-08, 
territorial  legislator  and presiding county 
judge.     In 1812  the  newphew was   elected 
1st  delegate.of Congress  from Illinois 
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Territory,  where  he  achieved the   Pre- 
emption Law  of   1813*     He   was  receiver 
of  public moneys  at &asKaskia  in  1814, 
Governor  in 1818,   as  before  stated,  and 
conducted the  land office  in Kaskaskia 
from 1825  till his  death. 

The  collection of the Chicago Histor- 
ical  Society has  a photograph  dated 1884 
of   the   Bond Hous-e  at  Kaskaskia,  which   was 
presumably  demolished by the  Mississippi 
River,   like  all  other  structures   of   the   ill- 
fated  town-     Mr.  Marquardt  states that  the 
fireplace was  in the  living room  (or office) 
of  Bond's home.     Furthermore,  Mrs.   Bund is 
in possession of  the   uncle1s   sketch book, 
in which are  to  toe  found  very interesting 
sketches  of  the   old Kaskaskia  buildings, 
including the Bond house,   conclusively 
proving the fact  of his having visited 
Kaskaskia  about   1890. 

All  the  above  facts   seem to confirm the 
probability that  the   fireplace  came from 
Shadrach  Bond's  house. 
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